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Big data is the broad name given to challenges 
and opportunities we have as data about every 
aspect of our lives becomes available. It’s not 
just about data though; it also includes the 
people, processes, and analysis that turn data 
into meaning. 

John Ferguson, Chief Technology Officer 
Mode Analytics 



 

For me, the technological definitions (like “too big 

to fit in an Excel spreadsheet” or  “too big to hold 

in memory”) are important, but aren’t really the 

main point. Big data for me is data at a scale  and 

scope that changes in some fundamental way 

(not just at the margins) the range of solutions 

that can be considered when people and 

organizations face a complex problem. Different 

solutions, not just ‘more, better.’ 

Steven Weber, Professor 
UC Berkeley, School of Information 
Department of Political Science 

http://www.ischool.berkeley.edu/
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ENVISION Model Framework 



Big Wood Climate Model Selection 



Alternative Scenarios: Economic base, 

management approach 
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12 Alternative Scenarios: economic base, 
management approach, climate scenario 



Communicating Complicated Information:  
 What’s Important? 



Big Wood Data Atlas 

http://envision.bioe.orst.edu/StudyAreas/BigWood/StudyArea.aspx


Communicating Usable Knowledge  

• Transparent assumptions 

• Important issues/questions 

• Simple visuals  

• Multiple options for individual exploration 

• Intuitive interface 

• Meta data and data access 

 

  

 

 



Questions?  





Lessons Learned 

• Need lots of time 

• Local expertise and data 
increase model legitimacy 

• Lots to learn about 
understanding and 
communicating complicated 
model results 

• Conversations about future not 
caught in arguments about 
what/when/if/who 
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Too much 
information 

Storylines that matter 
- Temperature 
- Snowpack 
- Water Demand 
 



Questions, comments, 

observations, 

recommendations 


